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Wednesday 21 August, 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome and Welcome Back – Session 2019-20 

Welcome and welcome back. The whole staff team join with me in offering a special welcome to our 
new children and parents/carers who are starting with us this term. 

Over the summer we have had some further building works and decorative improvements which will 
benefit children and staff in enhancing our environment – there are more planned for the months 
ahead some of which could involve changes to access arrangements – more information to follow. 

As we start a new year, we have been reminding ourselves of standards and expectations in school. I 
would also like to take this opportunity to remind parents/carers of a few important points which we 
very much value your support with. 

 Absence due to sickness/vomiting/diarrhoea – We use NHS Lothian health protection 
guidelines which state that children do not return to school/ELC until they have been 
symptom free for 48 hours, (to help us monitor any sickness trends, it is helpful if you 
advise us that of the reason for sickness absence). 

 We have some significant allergies and therefore try to have our campus as a nut free 
environment. 

 A reminder that the staff car park is out of bounds at school drop-off and collection times – 
there are new cones and reminders for this. Also please remember considerate parking 
around the premises: more from our JRSOs soon too. 

 Property – There are many children with similar or identical new clothes or belongings, 
please label your child’s name on any item sent to school/ELC. 

We will be in touch shortly to invite any parents/carers or local community members who would like to 
volunteer in and around school – this might include helping in our outdoor areas, classes, in the 
library, sharing skills (art/craft/etc.) as well as assisting with school trips. Additionally we are looking to 
recruit some staff to enhance our playground support and had a number of notes of interest before the 
summer. If you or someone you know is interested in this and haven’t already been in touch, please 
contact the school office leaving your name and contact details. We will then arrange an information 
session and possible follow-up interviews. 

At the end of last session we said farewell and good luck to our Primary 7 pupils and to Miss 
Emsworth and Mrs Henderson. During the summer we received notification that Mrs Ward, who has 
been linked with our school for a number of years, has taken on a new role outside of West Lothian 
Council. We thank Mrs Ward for all the many and varied talents she has brought during her time at 
Winchburgh and wish her all the best for the future. 

You will find on the reverse of this letter an update of our current staff team. There are several known 
names but also a sizeable number of new staff as we continue to grow. One of the changes noted in 
our expansion is that Mrs Hailstones will take on the new role of Depute Head Teacher (Acting) for the 
new session. We welcome all our new staff members and they are all looking forward to getting to 
know our parents/carers and wider community over the coming months. 

Finally, thank you to all for your engagement and I look forward to building further relationships with 
you as we start the year together, supporting, nurturing and developing our young learners. 

With kind regards, 

 

Mr Ian Harvey, Head Teacher 


